
Fr Ryan Homily 10-2-22 

Read: Habakkuk 1:2-3, 2:2-4; Psalm 95; 2 Timothy 1:6-8, 13-14; Luke 17:5-10 

   Question, how does what happened to Jesus up there on the cross effect your 

life? How does it translate to you – get from point A to point B? I don’t know if 

you’ve ever thought about that. I’ve thought about that before like how does that 

moment of Jesus offering up His life and then rising from the dead have anything 

to do with you here today? Because we believe that what happened up there 

with Jesus, that’s the source of every grace, it’s what makes salvation possible. 

But then to ask the question how does what He did 2,000 years ago on the other 

side of the world have anything to do with you right now? How does it get from 

point A to point B? And I think that’s a good question; it’s a really super important 

question, like one of the most important there is. And the answer to it is through 

the sacraments. Through the sacraments because the big answer of how He does 

that is the Holy Spirit takes what happened with Jesus there and brings it to us in 

the sacraments. And if we say it in like a technical way it’s the sacraments make 

actual what Jesus made possible. They make it real for us. And we believe this 

that the church has been given these seven sacraments. Baptism, confession, holy 

eucharist, holy matrimony, confirmation, holy orders, and anointing of the sick. 

These seven gifts that help carry us from the beginning to the end of life to stay in 

grace. That it takes the past saving action of Jesus and brings it to our lives today. 

If fact I would say this, and this might be a really bold statement, the sacraments 

are necessary for salvation. We NEED them. You know sometimes we hear that 

and immediately the walls go up and you say now wait a second what about those 

who’ve never heard of Jesus? What about those who may die before they’re 

baptized? And that’s true but this is the answer then for us who are Catholic 

they’re necessary. God is not bound by the sacraments. He can give grace  

however He wants to but for us in the church the sacraments are necessary to 

take what Jesus did and bring it into your life. Cause here’s what could’ve 

happened way back God could’ve just pronounced your saved. You ever get up 

from a chair and your gonna come back and go it’s saved, I’m coming back? Jesus 

could’ve done that with you, or God could have - saved - but He didn’t. What did 

He do? He chose to take on a body, a human body, He became man, He lived in 

that body on this earth and proved His love by what He did in that body. He died 

for us, He rose, and then He ascended in that body. So we’re saved through the 



actions of Jesus’ body. Now, how do we experience that ourselves? Through our 

own bodies, that’s how we receive it. So it translates what Jesus did 2,000 years 

ago into your life right now is the sacraments. Because the sacraments take from 

His body and give it to your body. Cause you ever think about that? That’s how 

love works in general. How do we show somebody that we love them? It’s by our 

actions. It can be as simple as giving someone a hug or making dinner for them. It 

can be something as big as laying down your life for them. Something as simple as 

just being present to them. But we can say I love you to someone but unless we 

make it concrete in some way with something that we do, those words are empty. 

And Jesus didn’t just say I love you I hope you know it and then do nothing. He 

gave up His body and we receive that love that Jesus gave 2,000 years ago into 

our bodies by the power of the Holy Spirit and the sacraments. That’s how 

important they are. So, marriage we know that’s one of the sacraments, saying 

that you love another person doesn’t make you married to them does it? Like 

really, really, really loving another person doesn’t mean you’re married. Loving 

another person and just feeling like you’re married to them doesn’t make you 

married. What makes you married is actually marrying the person. Like you 

actually do something, you make it a sacrament. You go through that act of 

marriage. This is why in the second reading Paul writes to Timothy, he says 

Timothy fan into flame the gift of a spirit that you were given. How? By the 

imposition of my hands. So what Paul is describing, he’s saying Timothy 

remember the day that I ordained you. I did that by laying my hands on your 

head. That’s how you became a priest. How did you know that you’re a priest 

Timothy? Because I made this action, I did this thing. Guys, June 2nd, 2012, that’s 

the day I was made a priest. And I wasn’t a priest because I just felt like I wanted 

to be that day. Not because I was like you know I’m done with school now, I’m 

gonna do this new thing. No, what happened was Bishop called me forward, he 

laid his hands on my head and I can point to that specific day and say that was the 

day I was made a priest. So, when were you saved? What can you point to? I was 

saved December 31st, 1983, in the city of Sherwood Wisconsin. That was the day I 

was baptized and with baptism that’s the first sacrament we can receive. That 

was the first day that Jesus’ love from the cross made it into my life. When water 

was poured over my head with the Trinity. In that moment what happened 2,000 

years ago happened to me because the sacraments are necessary for salvation. 

Again, it’s not just me saying that it’s what Jesus said. He said it in John Chapter 3 



unless you are born again of water and the Spirit, you can’t enter the Kingdom of 

Heaven. He’s talking about baptism. And then Peter again in the Acts of the 

Apostles, he says to this large group of people, he says to be saved just kinda feel 

like God loves you. NO, he said to be saved you must repent and be baptized for 

the forgiveness of your sins. Cause again the sacraments are how Jesus takes 

what happened in His body and He brings it to your body. The sacraments are 

God’s action in the world. And so if you are ever not sure if you’re loved, if you 

ever doubt God’s love for you just look to the sacraments. They are His actions 

and His presence in a particular way. They take what happened then and they 

make it happen to you. The crazy thing is the frustrating thing is that so often we 

couldn’t care less. Like what’s frustrating is that in our lives we can be so much 

like the Israelites. I don’t know if you remember the Israelites, they were the 

people who God set free from slavery in Egypt, and they had to cross the Red Sea 

and then they had to travel through the dessert for these forty years before they 

got to the promised land. And there was no way to get food. And so what does 

God do, He does this miracle. He provides food by dropping down this manna 

from Heaven, bread from Heaven provided new for them every day. Crazy thing is 

that after a short time, it says not after a long time after a short time, they started 

to complain about having to eat it. I mean it’s crazy because you wanna say this 

manna gift is keeping you alive, it’s what’s keeping you from starvation. It’s what’s 

keeping you from death. This free thing that God has given to you. This sign of His 

love and His faithfulness that He’s acting and He’s caring for you and they couldn’t 

care less. It says they were disgusted by it because they started to see that gift as 

a burden, as an imposition. I used to read that story and I think that’s crazy 

because who would ever think like that? And then I realized that can be me. God 

keeps proving His love again and again and so often I see it as an imposition or a 

burden. Something that’s keeping me from life, not giving me life. But again the 

sacraments are necessary for salvation. They communicate God’s salvation to us. 

And you think about the new bread from Heaven that Jesus talks about in John 6, 

that’s where Jesus says your ancestors ate manna from Heaven in the dessert but 

I’m gonna give you the true bread that comes down from Heaven so that you live 

forever. And the crowd said that’s great, please give it to us. And Jesus says and 

this bread from Heaven is my flesh for the life of the world. It’s the eucharist that 

He gives. His own body to be consumed by our bodies, a sacrament. And then He 

goes on to the next piece, He says unless you eat my flesh and drink my blood you 



do not have life within you. Again the sacraments are necessary for salvation. 

Unless you eat my body and drink my blood you will not live forever. And this gift 

of God so often what do God’s people think? Oh mass again, I guess if I gotta go. 

Is there any way I can like get out of it? Is there something more important? I 

guess I’ll go if I’m not too busy. You know I think we all realize this when the 

pandemic happened, masses were taken away for a while, I think a good number 

of people went there’s the excuse I was looking for cause I didn’t wanna go 

anyways. It takes up some of my weekend and I don’t like it. And it’s crazy 

because this gift that keeps us alive for eternal life is seen as a burden. Something 

that takes life away, not gives life. And that’s one of the things I just gotta say it 

deeply grieves me how indifferent so many sometimes all of us me included can 

be to the life of grace. This offer of salvation given in the sacraments because in 

so many ways it’s being indifferent to love. It’s people, it’s us who wander 

through this world going does anybody love me? Does anybody care? And here’s 

God, He’s just banging on the drum saying absolutely and here’s proof. You know 

it’s hard to blame people. It's like we’re so hungry we’ve forgotten there’s 

actually food for us. Like we’re so thirsty we forgotten He’s actually given us 

something to drink. I think for so many of us we are so wounded and broken by 

this life that we can’t see that God wants to save us and heal us and forgive us in 

confession. Right, that great sacrament again that takes what Jesus won for us on 

the cross, the forgiveness of sins, and brings it into our lives in the here and now 

to forgive our sins. And why does He do that? Because He doesn’t want you to go 

through another day doubting that He loves you. And this is the last thing, again 

God wants you to know it. I was talking to a man a little while back and he was 

raised Catholic but at some point he left the Catholic church and he went to a 

different church and he was there for many, many, many years. But he was 

coming back home, he was coming back into the Catholic church, and it was 

really, really great and at one point he went to confession. It was this big 

moment, and he said I could share this with you, that after confession he said you 

know Father for all those years that I was away from the Catholic church when I 

knew I had sinned and wanted to be forgiven here’s what I would do. I would go 

into my room, and he loved music, to listen to music, play music, he said I would 

play these songs that made me feel sad, make me feel sadness for my sins and 

convicted me of my sin. He said I played those songs until I felt I was sad enough 

for what I had done and then I’d switch to songs that spoke of God’s mercy and 



His hope, promised His forgiveness and His release, and His healing and I’d pray 

with them until I felt like I was forgiven. Until I felt God’s love. So he said I made 

myself feel sad and then I made myself feel forgiven. That’s how I did it. He said 

but I went to confession here tonight and honestly Father I didn’t really feel 

anything, but I know I’m forgiven. I know God has forgiven me by this gift only 

offered in the Catholic church. Because I can point to that sacrament and say 

Jesus was there and He saved me again. God wants to save you. He wants to save 

you from fatherlessness, He wants to save you from hopelessness. Jesus wants to 

save you from lovelessness; He wants to save you from lifelessness. And so He 

gives us these sacraments. They are the proof that He loves us. They are His 

actions in the world, they are His presents to us in the world. He wants to save 

you. Question, do you want to be saved? He wants to love you in the sacraments, 

in the eucharist, in confession and the only question is do you want Him to love 

you there?  

Amen 


